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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 13, 2008 

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, in compliance 
with Republican Conference earmark disclo-
sure requirements, I would like to submit the 
following statement for the record. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2645. 
Account: Research, Development, Test and 

Evaluation, Air Force. 
Line 8, 0602102. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: United 

Technologies Corporation (UTC). 
Address of Requesting Entity: 411 Silver 

Lane; M/S 129–88, East Hartford, CT 06108. 
Description of Request: I received an ear-

mark of $5M to develop and demonstrate high 
temperature gas turbine airfoils using fiber-re-
inforced ceramic matrix composite (CMC) 
technology, for advanced military gas turbine 
engines for F135 (JSF Growth). With the fund-
ing, UTC will accelerate the development of 
this new class of materials with significant po-
tential DoD benefits. Recent studies have 
shown that CMC 3rd blades in the F135 
growth engine have the potential to save more 
than 42 pounds of engine weight and lead to 
consequent cooling air savings of 1.67%, lead-
ing to significant performance improvement 
and fuel savings. As this is a research and de-
velopment project, which is not yet under con-
tract, a detailed budget breakdown is not yet 
available. Nearly all of the funding would be 
dedicated to engineering work. 
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PREVIEWING THE CARIBBEAN 
COMMUNITY CONFERENCE—A 
NEW YORK GATHERING OF 
CARICOM HEADS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 13, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to inform my colleagues of the coming of a 
thoroughly New York and Caribbean affair, a 
first-of-its-kind Big Apple meeting between the 
heads of state of the CARICOM nations, the 
financial movers and shakers in Wall Street, 
and the city’s loyal Caribbean constituency. 
This two-day Caribbean Community Con-
ference, to be held in New York City June 19 
through 20, aims to connect the Caribbean Di-
aspora with the leaders of their ancestral 
homes and promote a dialogue regarding the 
region’s economic and social development. 
The conference arrives at an opportune time, 
as these nations push forward with their plan 
for a single, integrated market economy and 
are faced with the challenges of rising food 
and energy costs, the contagiousness of a 
slumping U.S. economy, and the staggering 
impacts of a skyrocketing inflation. This un-

precedented coming together of the minds will 
emphasize the role of trade and investment as 
engines of growth. 

The idea of inviting CARICOM leaders to 
New York came to me at last year’s 
CARICOM summit in Barbados. It seemed 
natural to me that these leaders gather in the 
city where perhaps the largest concentration 
of Caribbean descendants outside of the re-
gion is found. The well-being and livelihood of 
the Caribbean nations are of paramount im-
portance to these expatriates, but also to New 
York, and America, as well. We mean to ex-
tend a friendly hand to our neighbors to the 
south—from the member states of Antigua 
and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, the 
Commonwealth of Dominica, Grenada 
Carriacou & Petite Martinique, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and the 
Republic of Trinidad to the territories of An-
guilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cay-
man Islands, Montserrat, and Turks and 
Caicos Islands—and communicate to them 
that they have neighbors in New York and in 
this country who are friends and supporters 
who want to contribute to their successful eco-
nomic development. 

These leaders will have the opportunity to 
interface with the industrial and financial lead-
ers of the city, including meeting with the lead-
ers of the investment banking community in a 
meeting at Goldman Sachs and being wel-
comed at a lunch hosted by the New York 
Stock Exchange, at which a relationship be-
tween the Exchange and stock exchanges in 
the region will be announced. In order to spur 
their small-market economies, they will need 
an increased amount foreign direct investment 
and a disposition to trade that will elevate the 
living standards of the Caribbean people. 

The conference kicks off Thursday with a 
breakfast in Brooklyn, an education sympo-
sium at Medgar Evers College, and a lunch-
eon where Governor David Paterson will give 
the keynote address. That afternoon will fea-
ture state and federal trade meetings, capping 
off with a dinner at Gracie Mansion, hosted by 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. Friday will offer pri-
vate meetings where investment, small-market 
economies, tourism, agriculture, and tech-
nology will be the topics of discussion. After a 
tour of Harlem and a visit to the Schomberg 
Center, the day closes with a Diaspora Forum 
at York College. 

I introduce into the RECORD an article and 
two editorials from the New York CARIB News 
that preview the event as a boon for Carib-
bean and American relations and having great 
promise in the establishment of new initiatives 
that will contribute to the economic develop-
ment of the region. 

As partners in the Western Hemisphere, in-
tent on improving the quality of life in their re-
gions, these heads of sovereign nations merit 
our attentive ear and an outreached hand. 
May this historic gathering—on New York 
soil—be that first step. 

CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE INITIATIVE, FROM 
BROOKLYN TO WALL STREET 

RANGEL, GREAT FRIEND OF CARICOM SEES OP-
PORTUNITY FOR DIASPORA TO DISPLAY PRIDE 
AND FOR LEADERS TO PURSUE PATHS FOR 
ECONOMIC EXPANSION 
It’s an initiative with twin-goals, one 

aimed at the large Caribbean Diaspora in the 
United States and the other to promote the 
economic and social development of Caricom 
nations. 

And if they are achieved U.S. Congressman 
Charles Rangel, one of the most influential 
elected representatives on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, would be more than just satis-
fied. 

Actually, he was describing the objectives 
of the two-day Caribbean Community Con-
ference in New York City on June 19–20. It’s 
a meeting he first suggested to Caricom 
Heads of Government when he attended their 
summit in Barbados last year, a few weeks 
after the region’s Presidents and the Prime 
Minister had completed a highly successful 
conference in Washington where they met 
with Congressional leaders as well as U.S. 
President George Bush and Condi Rice, the 
U.S. Secretary of State. 

‘‘I believe it is important for the heads of 
government of these sovereign states to 
come to the City where perhaps the largest 
Caribbean community can be found outside 
of the region itself and to meet with their 
nationals,’’ he told an Editorial Board meet-
ing of Carib News and said later in an inter-
view with the paper. 

‘‘I would like everybody of Caribbean an-
cestry and those that work with and love 
them, to be able to see in person the Heads 
of Government of these sovereign countries, 
the Prime Ministers and the Presidents and 
to be able to identify beyond the United 
States to reflect on their culture, their back-
grounds with pride and enthusiasm,’’ Rangel, 
the Dean of the New York Congressional del-
egation, added. ‘‘It’s our hope that the heads 
of state and Heads of Government realize 
that they have very strong friends politi-
cally and culturally in New York and in the 
country. It’s our hope that there would be an 
explosion of pride and joy in what would be 
a Caribbean and New York celebration.’’ 

But that’s not all about the conference. 
The other plank in its foundation is on the 
economic side. 

‘‘The leaders are very busy people, who 
come from small market economies and we 
want to bring them together with the indus-
trial and financial leaders of the City, in-
cluding the Wall Street executives in order 
for the Heads of Government to show that 
their nations are keen to welcome foreign di-
rect investment and boost trade as part of 
their drive to improve the living standards of 
their people,’’ he said. ‘‘These countries are 
our allies and friends and their track record 
of respecting human and property rights and 
their commitment to the free enterprise sys-
tem and the rule of law should be recognized 
for what it is: an outstanding history that 
shouldn’t be ignored by anyone.’’ 

And as if to underscore the emphasis on 
trade, investment and economic develop-
ment, Congressman Rangel was instrumental 
in getting Wall Street to give the Caricom 
leaders red carpet treatment on June 20th 
with meetings at Goldman Sachs, the large 
investment bank whose Chairman and Chief 
Executive officer, Lloyd Blankfein, is to 
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